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This document provides a brief summary of the establishment and conditions of Nazi concentration camps. In addition to the summary, this document also contains a written assignment. For the assignment, students are asked to research a concentration camp survivor and compose an essay that recounts the personal experiences of that survivor. 
This presentation explores the conception and implementation of the Kindertransport. In addition, this presentation addresses the events that took place before, during, and after Kristallnacht, which, arguably, led to the creation of the Kindertransport. 
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Under Adolf Hitler’s rule, the Nazi regime established power throughout Germany and
many parts of Europe between 1933 and 1945. A major tenet of the Nazi Party was the
Final Solution, a plan to eradicate the Jewish people from the world and establish a
superior Aryan race. In order to implement such a plan, the Nazi’s established
concentration camps, in which Jews and enemies of the state were forcibly held and,
often times, murdered. This systematic persecution and slaughter of the Jewish people is
known as the Holocaust.

In 1933, after Hitler’s appointment as chancellor of Germany and the subsequent rise of
the Nazi party, the first concentration camp, Dachau, was built near Munich, Germany.
Once established, Dachau held Jews, Communists, Socialists, Social Democrats, Roma,
Jehovah’s Witnesses, homosexuals, individuals deemed asocial, and people accused of
socially deviant behavior. If not immediately murdered upon arrival at Dachau, prisoners
were either forced into physical labor or became subjects of medical experimentation.
‘While Dachau was one of the most notorious of the Nazi concentration camps, it was not
the only camp in existence.

The conditions of concentrations camps were inhumane at best. Forced to live in old
barracks that consisted of wooden or stone bunk beds, moldy straw, and leaky roofs,
prisoners lacked sanitary facilities and lived among rats and other unsavory pests. As a
result of such vile living conditions, individuals were exposed to contagions that led to
numerous epidemics. In addition to the living conditions, prisoners did not receive
sufficient nourishment. Indeed, prisoners were given survival rations that led to organic
deterioration of the body,
extreme physical exhaustion,
and death. The physical labor
undertaken by prisoners was
established as a method of
destroying both the emotional
and physical stability of
prisoners. Work at
concentration camps
consisted of factory work,
clearing land, constructing
buildings, laying road,
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